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Board of  Trustees 

President: 
          Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 
          Donna Rueby 
          Sandie Taylor.  
VP Membership: 
          Lisa Field 
VP Programs/Hospitality: 
          Meris Bridger / 
          Diddy Muck 
VP Communications: 
          Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

 Tony Benvegnu 
Secretary: 
          Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 
          Mark Halleck 
Trustees: 
         Melia Reed   

  Arlane Sponaugle 
MaryLou Purello 

Shalom Rep:   
          Doug Reed 
Newsletter:  
          Melia Reed 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
Sts. Martha. Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

August’s Guest Speaker is Gabriel Castillo 
• Catholic videographer and Catholic Lay Evangelist

• Founder of True Faith TV

• Host of the Children of Mary Podcast

• Producer of online documentaries such as Lessons from Lourdes, The 

Power of the Rosary, Testimonies of the Rosary, How You Can Become a 
Saint, and more…


• His talks, presentations, and videos have over 11,000,000 views.

• Currently, Director of Youth Ministry at St. Theresa’s in Sugarland.


Invite a guest to come experience the fruits of our passionate love of the 
Catholic faith and commitment to vocations. 

Summer Spectacular:

The month of August is dedicated to The Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

My heart hath rejoiced in God my 
Savior, because He that is mighty 
hath done great things for me.

With Mary Immaculate, let us 
adore, thank, implore and console 

the Most Beloved and Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament.

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/08_1.cfm
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Bruce

As I look back on the events of the past month, I realize the importance of the 
mission of our Serra Club, Serra USA, and Serra International. The young men 
who were at the New Seminarian and Parent’s Dinner are just starting their journey 
to become future Shepherds of our church. In meeting their parents, who were 
excited and proud of the young men, their sons, I was reminded that they are the 
Holy Families who foster and support the young men as they discern their vocation. 
The letters I read at our last meeting from Father Chad and new seminarian Wesley 
Henry’s mother thanking our club for the wonderful dinner is further affirmation of 
the importance of our mission. Holy Families need our support and prayers so they 
can continue to raise up holy young men to discern and choose their vocation. Our 
speaker, Larry Massey, at the July meeting also mentioned Holy Families as the 
source of our future seminarians and religious. The Strategic Priorities of the 
Scanlon Foundation has a goal to help in Building a Culture of Vocations to the 
Priesthood, Religious Life, and Holy Families. Holy Families that start with the 
baptism of a child, catechesis of that child, and later a Catholic marriage are the 
families that will produce the future young men and women who will choose a 
vocation to priesthood and religious life. Another program we just completed, The 
Newman Connection, fits right in line with what we heard from Larry about how 
many Priests come from the Texas A&M campus ministry. Some of our future 
priests may truly come from the St. Martha’s college students who’s contact 
information we provided to college campus ministries all around the country. As we 
start with our programs this fall, we must always remember that our prayers, our 
letters, our cards, and sometimes our visits with the young men and women in the 
Archdiocese could help the young men in seminary or the young men and women 
who may be discerning their vocation. I will close with a few verses from Romans. 

          “But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed?                            
 And how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard?                    
 And how can they hear without someone to preach?                                          
 And how can people preach unless they are sent?                                                  
 As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of those who bring                        
 the good news!”
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NEW SEMINARIAN AND PARENTS DINNER 

On July 14, our club hosted the annual dinner for 14 incoming seminarians and their 
parents. Thank you to our hard-working members for introducing the support and 
generosity of Serra. 
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	 	 	 Larry Massey, a fellow Serran from the Houston Club, honored us with his third visit to

	 	 	 our club since its inception. As a retired banker, he has developed a business-like 	
	 	 	 approach to his mission to serve the Church as President of the Scanlon Foundation, 	
	 	 	 one of the largest Catholic foundations in Texas, with in access of 200 million in assets. 	
	 	 	 The Board of Trustees includes Larry, 4 additional trustees who must be Serrans, and 	
	 	 	 the archdiocesan bishop, Cardinal DiNardo. Together they agreed that the most critical 	
	 	 	 need of the Church was for diocesan priests. In anticipation of the 75th Anniversary of 
the Foundation this year, a 25 year strategic plan was developed over the past three years. Its foundational 
pillar is to “build a culture of vocations to the priesthood, religious life and holy families.” Additionally, Catholic 
education, campus ministry, evangelization, discipleship, life and human dignity were identified as pillars to 
the future focus of the Foundation. Recognizing that vocational work almost always takes a backseat to more 
pressing, immediate ministries in parishes because of the long-term nature of the results, Larry says that he 
hopes to still be around in 20 years to see what he hopes will be the fruits of his labor.

	 To get the 13 new priests a year that the Cardinal has identified as essential to maintain the current 
number of priests in the archdiocese, 40 seminarians are needed. This requires there to be 120 applicants 
each year from 2000 discerners which are generated from a pool of 125,000 Catholic young men. Logically, 
the focus needs to be on creative ways to reach, promote, and support young men who have heard God’s 
call. Larry said that there must be a “spiritual soup in every parish and family so if a young man feels a call, he 
can easily find the mentors and the support he needs to respond.” Last year the Office of Vocational 
Discernment was given a one million dollar grant to assist them in hiring personnel and developing a strategic 
plan to create a vocational culture and methods of shepherding discerners. It takes one million dollars to fund 
the formation of an ordained priest and the Scanlon Foundation is committed to providing the necessary 
resources to not only meet the needs but to surpass the Cardinal’s target of 13. Additionally work is underway 
to involve Serra Clubs, Knight’s of Columbus, and others in a coordinated effort to be additional resources for 
the Office of Vocational Discernment. 

	 Larry was asked if he knew the secret of Texas A&M and St. Mary’s success in generating 
approximately 20 vocations/ year. He shared that 35 years ago, Father Sis’ excitement in the Eucharist and 
liturgy acted as a catalyst. He trained students and then let them be the leaders. One day a week he would do 
outreach for “capacity building” which consisted of meeting with graduates and benefactors to share his 
vision. This generated an influx of money. Today 38% of identified Catholics on campus attend St. Mary’s and 
a new 23 million dollar Church will be dedicated this year to meet the needs of this vibrant community. Larry 
believes that this is a template that can work for others. 


MONTHLY MEETING 

District 10 
Governor, Pearl 
Campbell was a 
welcomed guest. 

Our two newest 
members, VP of 
Programs, Meris 
Bridger and 
Margaret 
Berkovsky. 
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August
• Mon. August 6 -  Feast of Transfiguration of  Our Lord, Jesus Christ 
• Tues. August 9 - Exposition and Benediction after 7:00 pm Mass 
• Fri. August 12 - Exposition and Benediction after 8:30 am Mass 
• Fri. August 12 - Rodney Williamson’s funeral - 10:30 am 
• Mon. August 15 - Solemnity of  the Assumption of  Mary 
• Wed. August 17 - Holy Sacrifice of  the Mass for Sandra Kidd 
• Tues. September 13 - “Men in Black Gala”, Vocations Ministry 
• Sat./Sun. September 25 - Priesthood Sunday 
• Sat./Sun. October 9 - Deacon Appreciation Sunday 
• Mon. Dec. 5 - Serra Christmas Party at the home of  Jack & Kathy Ward 

NOTE:  We are now meeting on the 4th Monday of  the month 

Adopt a Seminarian 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

Frater Lazarus, formerly of St. John of the 
Cross, graciously had lunch with the group that 
has supported him for the past 5 years while 
home visiting family. He shared some of his 
experiences and observations gleaned while 
teaching middle school this past year. He will be 
ordained as a transitional deacon on Sept. 3,  
study in Rome his final year, and be ordained 
as a Norbertine priest in August 2023. 

If your team has pictures or news about your activities, please share them. If you are not 
on a team and would like to, please contact Donna Rueby, dmrueby@outlook.com. 
Adopt a Seminarian Teams will be receiving their new seminarians in September.  
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 The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the repose of the soul of Sandra Kidd 

Mass will be offered on August 17 at 8:30 a.m. 


at St. John of the Cross, New Caney.

Father Michael Applegate will be the celebrant.

In Loving Tribute to Sandi Kidd

A visitation and Rosary will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 11 at Darst Funeral Home. A funeral Mass will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, August 12 at St. Martha's 
Catholic Church. Interment to follow at a later date at Our 
Lady of the Rosary Cemetery in Georgetown, TX.

Rodney H. Williamson 
December 29, 1945 - July 20, 2022

SERRANS WHO’VE GONE BEFORE US 

A Time to Persevere

The days of summer have provided a welcome change of pace. However, while vacations 
afford us the time to relax and refresh, the change of habits and routines can also have a 
negative impact on our spiritual lives. As if to re-ignite us, the Church offers us in the plethora of 
August feasts vivid examples of the virtue of perseverance: six martyrs — two who are named 
in Canon I of the Mass and two who were martyred during World War II; seven founders of 
religious congregations, as well as three popes and two kings; the apostle, St. Bartholomew; 
the great Doctor of the Church, St. Augustine and St. Monica, his mother; the humble patron 
saint of parish priests, St. John Vianney, and the patron of deacons, St. Lawrence, who joked 
with his executioners while being roasted alive.
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FATHER WAYNE’S MEN’S DISCERNMENT HIKING TRIP

With the financial assistance of Serrans and friends of Serra, Fr. Wayne organized a trip 
to the Ozarks for a select group of young men from St. Martha’s. 

Celebrating Mass

There’s always time for FUN!

Sharing times of study and reflection.

Absorbing the beauty of our Creating God.

Through the providence of God and with 
the generosity of supporters, Father 

Wayne hopes to offer more opportunities 
for discernment to both men and women.
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, through the 
intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, an increase 

of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

    August Birthdays  

  8 - Dcn. Miguel Perez 
  9 - Tim Fields 
19 - Charlie Garland 
22 - Sr. Mary Emmanuel Utulu, D.D.L. 
31 - Jim Stevens

Serra NE of Houston News

Pray for: 
• Repose of  the soul of  Rodney Williamson. 
• Porter Taylor for rapid recovery after knee    

replacement.  

August  Ordination Anniversaries  
11 - Sr. Marillac Njoku, Sisters of  Jesus the Savior 
18 - Dcn. Mel Mouton, St. Stephen the Martyr     
Mission 
25 - Fr. Carmelo Hernandez, Missionaries of  St. 
Charles, Scalabrinians, St. Leo the Great 
30 - Fr. Roger Estorque, St. Dominic

Please pray for Father Felix Osasona who is in Nigeria visiting his 
parents and family. 

After years of invaluable service as club treasurer and trustee, 

Charlie Garland has resigned from the Board of Trustees. MaryLou

Purello will change her hat from Newsletter creator and editor to trustee 

by filling the vacated position.   
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For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Bruce Farmer, bruce1farm@aol.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Pope Francis’ Intentions for August: 

	 	     The Church  
     Let us pray for the Church, that she may      
receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and 
strength to reform herself in the light of the 

Gospel.

Mary is the "Mother of 
Perpetual Help", the 
patroness of the 
Congregation founded by 
St. Alphonsus Liguori. 
August 1

Return to the faith by the 
prayers of her Rosary, 
first preached by St. 
Dominic (August 8) in 
the twelfth Century,

Hearts have been 
converted by the graces 
received while wearing 
her Miraculous Medal, 
promoted by St. 
Maximillian Kolbe 
(August 14)

"No one who has fled to her protection is left 
unaided" is the claim of the Memorare of St. 
Bernard (August 20).

The Blessed Virgin Mary is the most perfect 
example of Christian perseverance, but she is 
also our advocate in heaven where she is 
crowned Queen of Heaven and Earth (August 
22).

The days of summer have provided a welcome change of pace. However, while 
vacations afford us the time to relax and refresh, the change of habits and 
routines can also have a negative impact on our spiritual lives. As if to re-
ignite us, the Church offers us in the plethora of August feasts vivid 
examples of the virtue of perseverance.

https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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